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NEWS RELEASE 
HOPEFUL OR HOPELESS? UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON PROFESSOR EXAMINES 
THE ROLE HOPE PLAYS IN THE CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE CRISIS 
DAYTON, Ohio- It's a question that needs to be asked and one that University of 
Dayton religious studies chair Sandra Yocum Mize will attempt to answer. 
"The Wounded Body of Christ: Sexual Abuse in the Church" series continues at the 
University of Dayton as Yocum Mize discusses the question, "Hope: An Anchor Strong 
Enough?" Yocum Mize will speak at 7 p.m. Monday, March 7, in the Sears Recital Hall in 
the Jesse Philips Humanities Center on UD's campus. The presentation is free and open to the 
public. 
"In responding to the scandal of sexual abuse and its many harmful effects on 
individuals' lives and the life of the church community, hope may seem but a distant memory 
or a poor substitute for action in the present," Yocum Mize said. "The question must be asked 
- is hope an anchor strong enough to see us through these dark and difficult times?" 
Yocum Mize, who came to the University as an assistant professor in 1992, will open 
her presentation with a retrospective about the scandal of sexual abuse in the church, 
highlighting key elements of the lecture series, now in its second year. 
"It's in the context of this retrospective that the virtue of hope will be considered," she 
said. 
"The Wounded Body of Christ: Sexual Abuse in the Church" lecture series was 
designed to provide people with the resources to respond to the crisis of sexual abuse by the 
clergy. 
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The series is sponsored by the University of Dayton office of the president, department of 
religious studies and campus ministry. The final presentation in the series will be held Apri118 
when Peter Steinfels, former senior religion correspondent for The New York Times and visiting 
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professor at the University of Dayton, will present "Catholics After the Crisis: The Choices We 
Must Make." 
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For media interviews, contact Sandra Yocum Mize at (937) 229-4321. 
